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Foreword

Industrial
emissions

The UK cement industry has reported on its environmental performance since 2004.
Reporting began before the industry and the Environment Agency’s (EA) had agreed a
sector plan for the cement industry.
The industry’s historic sector plan expired at the end of 2010 and we are currently in
a state of transition to a new one, as agreed with the EA. Firm targets to be included
in the plan have been agreed and are used where appropriate in this report. The
industry has not rested on its laurels during the transition to a new sector plan and has
continued to drive forward its environmental performance.

Resource
efficiency

This report on the UK cement industry’s environmental performance in 2011 marks a
break from the past format of annual reports. As the highlights shown on the back page
demonstrate, the industry has once again reduced its overall environmental impact at
a time when we are facing the most difficult trading conditions since records began in
the 1950s. This is particularly relevant as investment is hard to come by in a globally
competitive market.
I never cease to be impressed by our members’ determination to improve performance
regardless of the tough challenges they face and I pay tribute to their ongoing efforts.
Unlike previous performance reports, this one concentrates on the industry’s vision for
the future. Despite our good historic record, there is less emphasis on past performance.
Next year, we will complete the transition to a new sustainable development report
which will include our visionary aspirations and an update against our new sector plan
targets.
Front cover: The dramatic diving boards at the London
Olympics Aquatics Centre demonstrate the sheer
versatility of concrete. Photo courtesy London 2012.
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“Zero Harm” is the overriding
health and safety priority for
MPA Cement. Having reduced
Lost Time Injuries from 101 in
2003 to 15 by 2011, as part of
its Revitalising Health and Safety
campaign; MPA Cement has
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comprising voluntary

■ Stay Safe and Cycle Safe
Campaigns: Looking
beyond safety of employees
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Thirteen such CPD seminars

in theory, capture and storage

Future breakthroughs to reduce
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■ ‘Safer by Sharing’: MPA

Employees

Contractors

Safer by Design

Safer by Sharing

Safer by Partnership

Safer by Association

Voluntary guidance addressing
the design vacuum that exists
between the Manufacturers
and Users of mobile plant

MPA Seminars giving H&S
guidance to members by
sharing good practice;
Peer-to-peer assistance
facilitated by MPA

Package of measures focused
on CONTRACTOR SAFETY.
To be launched by MPA at
‘Hillhead 2012’ international
exhibition

Site audit-based MPA package
aimed primarily for the benefit
of the independent Members.
Internal/external verification

guidance to address
the design vacuum that
exists between many
manufacturers and users of

Contractor
initiatives

As well as the launch of a new
Contractor Database and Charter
at the MPA Health & Safety

heavy mobile plant. ‘Safer
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by Design’ is supportive
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International standardsmaking systems but
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necessarily cumbersome
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are way short of the ‘state

specific to cement:
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practice and improve safety
for all.
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Biodiversity

Improvement of wildlife habitats

restoration work. Restoration and

has long been a priority for the

after-use focuses on making the

industry’s land management and

best use of sites, taking account

■ Grazing land

■

Oxides of nitrogen emissions down 60 per cent

landowners, special interest

■ Post-industrial biodiversity

■

Sulphur dioxide emissions down 84 per cent

■

Dust emissions down 82 per cent

■

Carbon dioxide emissions down 22 per cent

area

This can deliver significant

■ Reed beds

benefits to wildlife and

The site now benefits from a rich

people. An example of how

including herons, little grebes

manufacturing site has been
brought back into valuable use is

This is just one example of many

Cauldon Works in Staffordshire

in the cement industry.
Nature After Minerals is a

Lafarge Cement, in partnership
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designed to help identify and

restoration award for its work

deliver biodiversity opportunities

at the former shale quarry. The

on former minerals sites. The
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materials for the plant for more
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to national biodiversity targets.
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