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Mr A Creedy

Local Transport and Development Manager
Wiltshire Council
County Hall
Trowbridge
Wiltshire
BA14 8JD
Dear Mr Creedy
Various Traffic Regulation Orders – South West of Wiltshire 

Thank you for informing the Mineral Products Association (formerly the Quarry Products Association) of your proposals for the regulation of HGV movements to the south of Frome.
The Mineral Products Association is the principal trade association representing the quarrying industry in Great Britain. Our members represent 100% of GB cement production, 90% of GB aggregates production and 95% of GB asphalt and ready-mixed concrete production. They are also responsible for producing important industrial materials such as silica sand, agricultural and industrial lime and mortar.

Having reviewed the Orders and discussed the implications with both the Mendip Quarry Producers and officers of Somerset County Council, we fully support the comments made by those organisations and must join them in registering our own formal objection to the proposals.
In particular, the Association is of the view that there can be no justification for the significant increase in CO2 emissions that will result directly from the restrictions on the A362 (Order 2 – Ref:KAD/TRO/CORY). That proposal seems to have been put forward with scant regard for the climate change agenda or for those communities that will be affected by a significant increase in HGV movements.
Association members are not familiar with the intricacies of LVIRA but there is no evidence in the briefing paper to show the net benefit for society claimed for the scheme. Indeed, the representation made by Somerset County Council illustrates that there will be no net benefit if the impacts on society outside Wiltshire are considered.

The quarries of the eastern Mendips are a strategically important source of materials which are a staple of both the economic recovery and climate change agendas. The routes in question are particularly important in providing hard rock aggregates to areas in the South East which, like Wiltshire, are deficient in those materials.  Association members will continue to improve their sustainability performance by investing in rail transport and the latest road transport technology. The current Wiltshire proposals seem all the more unjustified at a time when the impact of quarry lorries on the environment has, arguably, never been lower.

Yours sincerely

KEN HOBDEN

Director of Planning
Mineral Products Association 
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