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Reserves dwindling
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Eating into

reserves
A potential shortage of sand and gravel is
looming as England uses its dwindling

reserves without replacing them sufficiently
quickly.

The situation has been highlighted by the release

of the four-yearly Aggregate Minerals Survey,
AMZ2005 by the Department for Communities

and Local Government (DCLG) which shows that

overall land-won permitted aggregate reserves

at England’s active quarries have declined by 750

million tonnes (18 per cent) since 2001.

However, there is particular concern for sand

and gravel, with average permitted reserves now

adequate for only nine years at current

production levels. In the south east, reserves will

last only six years.

‘A potential supply problem arises because it
typically takes five to 15 years to move from
identification of an aggregate deposit to
production,” says QPA director general, Simon
van der Byl. “With average sand and gravel
reserves of only nine years, the issue is whether
we will be able to secure sufficient new
permissions in time to replace what we use.”

QPA is urging both national and local
government to maintain and support the
managed aggregate supply system which says it

is “essential that there is an adequate and steady

supply of material to provide the infrastructure,
buildings and goods that society, industry and

the economy needs”.
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Taxing times

The aggregates levy is set to rise to £1.95
per tonne from April 2008, landing the

industry with an increased annual tax

burden of up to £80 million. The rise,

announced by the Chancellor of the
Exchequer in his Budget report, is just one
of a number of measures that add up to a
substantially larger operating bill.

The Government also introduced a 26 per
cent rise in gas oil duty, amounting to an

estimated £6m increase on the aggregate
industry’s annual bill, alongside a hike in inert

landfill taxation of 25 per cent.

Simon van der Byl, director general of QPA,
said: “If Government is serious about good
green taxation, it needs to reward industries
for improving environmental performance
rather than increasing taxation as
environmental performance improves.”

Wasted opportunity

The Government’s new
Waste Strategy for
England misses a
golden opportunity to
dump regulation which
is preventing the
quarrying industry from accelerating its
already substantial contribution to the
cause of minimising waste, says QPA.

The industry estimates that it is receiving
only about half the 30 million tonnes of inert
material needed each year to achieve
socially-beneficial quarry restoration. The
reason is that construction, demolition and
excavation waste is being more cheaply
disposed of at sites that, unlike quarry
restoration, are exempt from regulations
under the landfill directive.

QPA says it means that quality restoration is
increasingly threatened by Government’s
disproportionate regulation of waste.
Diverting this important resource away from
the quarrying industry will, it says, ultimately
hinder operators’ ability to secure new
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permissions to extract
essential minerals.

More worrying is the fact
that Government'’s
strategy indicates that it
is considering a target to halve the amount
of construction, demolition and excavation
wastes going to landfill by 2012 — so
removing it from restoration uses.

“If operators are not able to use inert waste
for restoration, in many parts of the country,
the industry’s ability to extract and use
primary aggregates may be profoundly at
risk,” says QPA director general, Simon van
der Byl. “And with production of secondary
and recycled aggregates nearing capacity,
there could be serious impacts for the
construction industry.”

He accused the Government of “tunnel
vision” in unfairly vilifying all landfill and
ignoring the fact that the British aggregates
industry has more than doubled its use of
recycled materials to 70 million tonnes over
the past 15 years.

The views expressed in Quarrying Today are
not necessarily those of the Quarry Products
Association.

Copyright: Quarry Products Association 2007

Stepping up
sustainability

Improvements in safety standards and in
the use of recycled aggregates are just
some of the highlights of the QPA’s second
Sustainable Development Report.

The latest document features operational data
from 2005, with industry coverage seven per

cent higher than for last year’s report.
Key facts to come forward include:

A 20 per cent reduction in the number of
reportable injuries between 2004 and
2005

25 per cent of the GB aggregates market is
supplied by recycled or secondary sources

On-site energy use in the sector accounts

for just 0.52% of UK carbon emissions

Per capita use of aggregates (primary,

secondary and recycled) in GB is 4.7 tonnes

annually, compared with the EU figure of
71 tonnes

The area of quarried land restored in the
year exceeded that of land prepared for

new quarrying

The average road delivery distance for
aggregates is 24 miles, with the average

load amounting to 19 tonnes.

The QPA is welcoming feedback on the
document, which has already been circulated
widely. The QPA's director general, Simon van
der Byl, said: “I'm delighted that commitment
to this reporting process is increasing amongst
our membership. This update report refines
and builds upon the data we collected for our
first report, and we are beginning to generate
meaningful information for our industry,

regulators and stakeholders.”

The third sustainable development report is
already in development and will be released

later in the year.

Leading the UK

AWARDS are piling up for QPA’s website

www.qpa.org. Latest success is Website of

the Year in the Trade Association Forum’s
Best Practice Awards. That has come
close on the heels of being voted the UK'’s
best business website in the

Communicators in Business Awards.

The re-launched QPA site, with its updated
design and new functionality, achieved a 100
per cent increase in traffic in the last nine
months. With visits now topping 40,000
each month, the QPA is helping the online
community to recognise that ‘“life needs
quarries”.

The awards have come in the face of stiff
competition. Trade Association Forum judges
said it was “both educational and a valuable
means of promoting the

industry”. Communicators in

Business praised it as a “clean,

...and
Europe

THE UK quarrying industry celebrated
two major successes at the sustainable
development awards held in Brussels by
the aggregates industry’s European
federation, UEPG.

QPA entries collected
two of the nine prizes
on offer. The award
for Economic
Contribution to

Society went to Eton

Aggregates, for its

Dorney lake
restoration in
Berkshire. The former
sand and gravel
extraction site is now

home to an Olympic-

clear, well-written, well-designed website
that makes excellent use of both pictures
and technology”. And they added: “A
potentially dry subject, brilliantly tackled.
Who would have thought that quarries could
be so interesting?”

class rowing lake that has been designated
an official venue for 2012. Eton Aggregates is
a joint venture between CEMEX, Lafarge

Aggregates, Summerleaze and Tarmac

Meanwhile, QPA itself landed a Special
Association Award for the groundbreaking
work on health and safety through its
www.safequarry.com best practice sharing
website. The site is
the first of its kind in
the world and the
judges commended
the practical advice it
offers operators in
helping reach
industry's target of
zero accidents. The
site has gone on to
win a Social Initiative
Awards award from
the Trade Association

Forum.
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VIEWPOINT

TEN years ago this summer, the Quarry
Products Association was formally unveiled
at the Hillhead international quarrying
exhibition, which continues to take place in
the heart of quarry country in Derbyshire’s
Peak District. Back in 1997, the fledgling
association was launched by the local MP for
High Peak, Tom Levitt.

The QPA actually marked its tenth birthday a
month early at the 2007
Showcase in May, with a record
480 people in attendance to
share in the celebrations. Like
any birthday, it was an
opportunity to look back over
the past ten years and take
stock of the where the QPA
now finds itself. The association
has a right to feel proud of its
contribution, with a number of
significant successes and
milestones achieved since
1997:

We have worked to achieve
a continuous improvement
in the industry’s health and
safety performance. The outdated view that
this is a “dangerous” industry is being
consigned to the history books as we have
reduced reportable incidents by over 70 per
cent since 1999. We continue to make
positive progress towards our goal of zero
incidents.

The QPA's product groups have grown to be
the industry’s leading experts on technical

development and in shaping regulation.
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Greater

things to come

Lynda Thompson is chairman of the Quarry Products Association

As the respected voice of the quarry
products industry, we have developed
strong and constructive relationships with
our regulators, including the signing of
memoranda of understanding with English
Nature, a marine aggregate joint statement
with the Crown Estate and the development
of a pioneering social dialogue agreement
on respirable crystalline silica.

Showcase 07 marked ten years of QPA

We have helped to win a fairer deal for the
industry with lobbying victories at home
and in Europe on key issues like the Mining
Waste Directive, the Minerals Policy
Statement and the Davidson Review.

The association has also developed award-
winning resources that help our
stakeholders at all levels — from ministers to
school children — better understand the vital
role that this industry fulfils for society.

This is a mere snap-shot of the many and
various successes we have enjoyed over the last
ten years. It is fitting that, as we entered our
tenth year, we celebrated being named the
Trade Association of the Year.

However, we are not being complacent, and
recent developments from the QPA show that, if
anything, greater things are still to come. With
the association’s pioneering sustainable
development strategy rising in
profile as we build towards our
third annual report, the
industry is making a
commitment to fully
understanding and managing
its contribution to sustainable

development.

A significant part of that
contribution, the emerging
Carbon Reduction Statement of
Intent that | launched at the
Showcase, won instant support
from the Barry Gardiner MP,
Minister for Biodiversity,
Landscape and Rural Affairs,
shows that this industry is taking the challenge
seriously.

These two headline initiatives contribute to a
vision of the industry that is shared by all QPA
members; that we are a safe, competent,
environmentally aware and, above all, vital
industry for the UK.

The QPA looks confidently towards the next ten
years and will work with our members to ensure
this industry can continue to provide essential
materials for Britain.

Future footprint

THE Quarry Products Association has set out a goal to work with

its members in reducing the industry’s carbon footprint. The QPA's

Carbon Reduction Statement of Intent was formally unveiled by

chairman Lynda Thompson at the association’s tenth anniversary

Showcase in May.

The initiative recognises that QPA has a clear
role to play in producing an industry-wide

approach to an issue about which there remains

widespread confusion. Its first priority is,

STATEMENT OF INTENT

therefore, to ensure that its members
understand the data, the terminology and the
objectives for carbon reduction. From that
foundation of understanding, it aims to identify
and prioritise areas for practical action.

The industry believes that carbon reduction is a
challenge that needs the commitment not just
of operators but of its key stakeholders — from
planners and regulators through to the suppliers
of quarry plant, machinery and vehicles. The
QPA is also calling for Government to back its
ambitious drive by both committing to the
future of the Aggregates Levy Sustainability
Fund, and by directing funding to support the

carbon reduction scheme for the sector.

Following the launch of the carbon Statement
of Intent at the QPA Showcase, chairman Lynda
Thompson said: “This initiative highlights that

Ensure members understand the data, the terminology and the objectives relating to carbon

Improve our understanding of our carbon footprint, and the impact of all of our activities

Identify and prioritise key areas for industry action

Seek to make best use of all available resources

Work with stakeholders to identify potential for joint action on carbon reduction

Use our sustainable development strategy and reporting to update on progress.

LR AL B N L

ENVIRONMENT

The QPA’s
“Carbon Card”

industry is taking one of the most important
elements of sustainable development very
seriously. This Statement of Intent is the
beginning of a concerted effort to dispel the
confusion that surrounds carbon reduction and
unite the industry in a clear move towards
tackling the challenge with practical and
effective action.”

An early tool to help operators bring about
quick wins in reducing their carbon footprint
was also launched at Showcase in the form of
the QPA’s “Carbon Card”. The advice card, which
sets out both UK carbon statistics and
suggestions to operators for action, won instant
support from high profile guest speaker Barry
Gardiner MP, Minister for Biodiversity,
Landscape and Rural Affairs. He said the
presentation of the carbon Statement of Intent
was “tremendously exciting” and that the
“Carbon Card” “could not be a better indication
of the way in which industry is rising to the

challenge [of carbon reduction]"”.

The QPA has launched its “Carbon Zone”, which
outlines the full statement of intent and a range
of resources and advice to help tackle carbon

reduction. Visit www.qpa.org/carbon

Water transport can reduce carbon footprint
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Making the case § #3

A record audience of 480 people
enjoyed QPA Showcase 07 at the
Royal Lancaster Hotel in London.
Hosted by television news
presenter Fiona Bruce, the event
celebrated QPA's first ten years
and looked ahead to what the
next ten may bring. One of the
highlights was Newsround, a
fascinating trip across Britain to
look at what the industry is doing

to provide materials sustainably.
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Barry Gardiner MP, Minister for Biodiversity, Landscape and Rural Affairs, with Fiona Bruce at Showcase 07

THENATURALWAY

THE quarrying industry is very much an industry of the countryside and has greater

potential than most to contribute to the environments in which it operates. This year’s

Showcase reflected a particular drive to do things “the natural way”.

Schoolchildren at eight quarry sites across
Britain enjoyed a first-hand introduction to
tree planting courtesy of CEMEX UK. As its
contribution to National Tree Week and to
celebrate its own centenary, the company
teamed up with local schools to plant 100
native trees at each of the sites.

Each tree was labelled with a child’s name so
that youngsters can return to watch the
progress of their own saplings. The company

also gave each of its UK employees a tree to

plant at a location of their choice.

CEMEX UK'’s record on the tree planting front is
a particularly strong one. It planted 30,000
trees in 2006 and estimates that, over the next
100 years, those trees could absorb 9,000

tonnes of carbon dioxide.

In Northumberland, Tarmac has formalised its
commitment to nature by developing county-
wide biodiversity action plans covering seven

quarries.

Trees for kids

The sites include both active and temporarily
closed quarries and range in size from just 13
hectares up to 135 hectares. Between them,
they support a wealth of wildlife. Species of
national conservation importance include red
squirrels, skylarks, bats and linnets as well as
plants like orchids. Habitats range from rare
grassland to wet woodland — all of national
importance for the plant and animal species
they support. Tarmac’s forward-thinking
approach identifies specific projects and sets
targets.

Mats made with willow rods are another
example of Tarmac’s innovative approach to
doing things the natural way. In this case, they
are being used to dry out and restore old silt

ponds.

Such ponds are a common feature of sand and
gravel sites where they receive the silt which is
washed from the raw material during
processing. But that can be a safety issue

because they effectively become a quicksand.

There is, therefore, a need to dry them out as
quickly as possible. The matting is made from
live willow rods, which quickly take root in the
moisture-rich silt and grow to form a wetland
forest or copse.

~
FACT

Willows to dry out silt ponds

Biodiversity in Northumberland

ONWATER

QUALITY reserves of marine aggregates have been diminishing and the good news for the

sector over recent months has been the first permissions from the Government to dredge in

a new region some 40 miles off Sussex in the eastern English Channel.

Of eight applications which have been
awaiting decisions since 1999, four have now
received what’s known as positive
“Government Views”, allowing production to
get underway. The potential environmental
impacts are being very carefully assessed,
monitored and controlled under a
comprehensive regional management and
monitoring plan developed by the industry.

By bringing marine aggregate into Thames
wharves by ship, the industry is keeping no
fewer than 1,000 lorry loads off the roads of
the capital every day. Onward rail transport
saves 50,000 lorry journeys every year.

But some is shifted right across the city by
barge. Hanson has won a £332,000 freight
facilities grant from the Department for
Transport which has allowed it to establish
facilities at its Wandsworth ready-mixed
concrete plant to import not just marine
aggregate from Dagenham but also cement

from Northfleet in Kent.

QUARRYING TODAY 7
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Blending primary with recycled aggregates

RECYCLING

BRITAIN is now the clear European leader in

transforming a variety of what would
otherwise be waste materials into
aggregates. Last year, no less than 70
million of the 274 million tonnes of
aggregates sold in Britain came from
recycled and secondary sources.

Nowhere is the viability of secondary aggregates

better demonstrated than in Cornwall, which
has for many years had to stockpile vast
quantities of waste left from the quarrying of
china clay. When you wash the valuable clay
needed for things like paper, paints and plates,
you are left with around nine times as much
waste.

Now, however, Bardon Aggregates is cutting
the waste by retrieving sand and rock, and using
it as a secondary aggregate. The sand is used
locally but it’s also being shipped by boat and

train, all the way to east London.

The railways are also a favoured option for Day
Aggregates, which is creating high quality
blends of primary and recycled aggregates at its

site at Purley to the south of London.

The rail-delivered primary aggregate is blended
with construction waste from building sites all

over London. The computer-controlled mixing

process creates blends using anything from five
per cent to 60 per cent recycled materials.

For some time now, worn-out roads have been
recycled. But what is really significant is that
some of the material planed off the top is now
finding its way back into the same surface

8 QUARRYING TODAY

China clay sand to London

materials. Until recently, it was regarded as

suitable only for the lower layers.

On separate contracts on the M4 in South
Wales, CEMEX and Hanson each used a thin
surface course system made with more than 20
per cent recycled asphalt planings. What didn't
g0 into the surface was used lower down in the
road sandwich.

But if roads can be recycled then so too can
railways. In fact, the industry is now turning
railways into roads! Lafarge is one company
which has been making good use of old rail
ballast.

The system involves first extracting the old
ballast and then taking it by rail for crushing. It

then goes on to an asphalt plant to produce
quality coated materials. Lafarge has a network
of 30 recycling centres which are processing the
rail ballast along with a host of other materials.
Each is located within eight miles of an asphalt

plant, so minimising road miles.

Meanwhile, down in Hampshire, Yeoman
Asphalt has been breaking some potentially
significant new ground by using road planings to
make ready-mixed concrete. The company’s
team at Micheldever has been running trials in
partnership with Hampshire County Council.
They have succeeded in making lean-mix
concrete from 100 per cent road planings used
initially as the foundation for kerbs around the

council’s depot.

Concrete from recycled asphalt

COMMUNITY

MINDED

THE OPENING of a new Lafarge sand and
gravel quarry at Melton Mowbray in
Leicestershire has been accompanied by the
signing of a memorandum of understanding
with Brooksby Melton College, which owns
the land.

The agreement marks the first steps in a close
working relationship under which the college
will provide a range of land-based courses that
will benefit the company. Meanwhile, the quarry
will provide work placements, educational visits,

bursary schemes and guest lectures.

CEMEX UK and Tarmac are investing not just
in modern plant but in the fragile environment
of Halkyn Mountain in North Wales. The work
of ranger Rachael Watson is receiving
substantial support from the companies and
from the Aggregates Levy Sustainability Fund for
Wales With some valuable help from the local
sheep population, she is waging war on invasive
scrub and gorse.

At some of its quarries in Leicestershire and
Warwickshire, Midland Quarry Products is
promoting what it calls “quarryman walks”. Its
aim is to encourage local communities to get
closer to the quarry environment and to the

nature opportunities it creates.

Quarry walks in Leicestershire

Biodiversity on Halkyn Mountain

ECONOMICCONTRIBUTION _li

AS a building contractor as well as quarry

operator, Barr is a key contributor to the

But its bosses were nonetheless surprised by the

bottom line which emerged when it
commissioned a study from a research institute

at the University of Strathclyde.

The company pays its near 500 direct
employees in Ayrshire over £15 million a year in
salaries. It also spends more than £12 million a
year with local suppliers. In doing so, it supports
a further 116 jobs inside Ayrshire, and more
elsewhere.

The value of contracts undertaken by Barr in

economy of Ayrshire in south west Scotland.

Ayrshire added up to over £30 million in
2005 -06. In total, the company estimates its
annual contribution to the Ayrshire economy at

over £42 million a year.

A new school in the town of Saltcoats is
amongst a host of high profile projects which
each make their own contributions to the
economy and to society. It has been built by
Barr and the materials have come from its
quarries and ready-mixed concrete and asphalt
plants.

Meanwhile, Barr's quarry at nearby Sorn is also
providing money for a special community fund
set up as voluntary condition attached to a
recent planning permission.

QUARRYING TODAY 9
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QUARRIES across the UK opened their
gates to the public in May as their
contribution to European Minerals Day.
They were amongst more than 90 sites in
16 countries taking part in an initiative
organised by the industrial minerals
organisation IMI-Europe to boost
awareness of the industry’s essential role.

Our picture was taken at WBB Minerals’
Leziate Quarry at Kings Lynn in Norfolk,
where 300 people enjoyed guided tours of
one of the UK’s most important sources of
silica sand. As well as seeing the working
quarry, visitors were also shown a number of

restoration projects and learned about the

history of quarrying in the area.

WBB also hosted a visit from a local primary
school in Devon, where 35 children explored
the company’s Newton Abbot ball clay
operations and even tried their hand at
throwing the clay on the potter’s wheel.

“We felt that European Minerals Day was a
worthwhile exercise in raising awareness
about our industry,” said WBB
communications manager, Rob Sproston.
“Whilst we regularly organise events such as
this across our UK sites, a coordinated
approach with mineral producers across
Europe has ensured that the message
reaches a much wider audience.”

On the forest trail

ROCK from Ennstone quarries is set to
become a feature of an imaginative
woodland trail through the heart of the
emerging National Forest.

Ennstone has become a premier supporter of
the Heart of the National Forest Foundation
with a five-year £200,000 sponsorship. The
foundation’s vision is to create a 1,000-acre
wooded parkland at the heart of the emerging
National Forest over areas of Leicestershire and
Derbyshire. It has already led the creation of
Conkers, a family attraction about life in British
woodlands, and successfully raised over £19
million for its development.
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Ennstone’s support will focus on what will be
known as the The Ennstone Trail, which will link
Conkers Waterside with the nearly completed
National Forest Youth Hostel and the Sustrans
National Cycleway. It will be created using
natural stone products from Ennstone’s nearby
quarry at Breedon-on-the-Hill and a red stone
from its Balmullo quarry in Scotland. Polished
granite benches from Ennstone’s De Lank
quarry near Bodmin in Cornwall will be sited
along the trail.

The company has also committed to a five-
year programme of tree planting involving up
to 1,500 trees — one for each of its employees.

Risen from
the ashes

CEMEX UK Marine has completed the
rebuilding of its Angerstein marine
aggregate wharf at Greenwich, which

was devastated by fire in 2004.

Strategically located between the Thames
Flood Barrier and the Millennium Dome,
the revitalised wharf has double the

capacity of the old one and is well placed

to help meet demand for materials from

the London 2012 Olympics as well as the

wider regeneration of the area.

CEMEX operates a string of wharves along
the river and supplies several of them by

barge to minimise road traffic.

Pictured welcoming the first delivery are Laura
Graham, sales manager Ennstone special
aggregates, Vaughan McLeod, Ennstone’s
chairman, and Stephen Woolfe, chairman of the

Heart of the Forest Foundation.

Take a deep breath

AGGREGATE Industries has committed
£360,000 to The Wildlife Trusts over the
next three years, in support of their
involvement in the BBC

Breathing Places campaign.

The donation will help The
Wildlife Trusts to establish
regional coordinators to deliver
the messages of Breathing
Places across the UK. The key
aim of the initiative is to
provide more opportunities for
communities to experience —
and enhance - local open
spaces for the benefit of wildlife
and people.

On course

THE first recognised higher education
programmes in quarry and asphalt
technology have been launched by the
University of Derby.

THE contributions from marine aggregate
producers towards understanding our past
have been recognised in a new awards

scheme.

It comes in the wake of a new protocol,
developed with English Nature, which guides
companies in reporting archaeological finds

more effectively.

The British Marine Aggregate Producers
Association (BMAPA) awarded the prize for the
find with the most archaeological value to a
44,000 year-old mammoth tusk discovered by
staff at Purfleet Aggregates in Essex. Two other
awards went to companies displaying a
professional attitude to applying the protocol:
on land, Solent Aggregates’ Bedhampton Quay
and, at sea, Hanson Aggregates Marine’s
dredger, Arco Humber.

Ben Vivian, UK corporate social responsibility
advisor for Aggregate Industries, explains:

“Sustainability and the environment are high

The university teamed up with the Institute
of Quarrying and the Institute of Asphalt
Technology to develop the diplomas. The
initiative has won the support of major UK
companies with operations in Derbyshire,

such as Bardon Aggregates, CEMEX, Hanson,

The monster mammoth tusk

lan Oxley, head of maritime archaeology for
English Heritage, judged the awards. “The
marine aggregate sector has effectively defined
the standards for all other marine development
activities to aspire to, and this is something

that everyone involved in the industry can be

on our agenda and we are a committed
supporter of conservation.

“Effective management and
protection of the environment
at a local level is key to
reducing the environmental
impact over the full life-cycle of
our products or services. Our
support of The Wildlife Trusts
takes our commitment to a
higher level and ensures we can
be directly involved in projects
and with an organisation which
provides real value for the
communities in which we

operate.”

Lafarge and Tarmac.

The 250 students, consisting of managers
and supervisors working for quarrying and
asphalt companies, will begin studying in
September.

incredibly proud of,” says lan. “Already, high
standards have been set in the first year of the
reporting protocols operation, reflecting the
professionalism and enthusiasm of sea and

wharf staff.”
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RESTORATION

“BETTER than ever” was the unanimous conclusion from the

independent judges who travelled thousands of miles across Britain before giving their verdict on a

bumper crop of 13 sites which came forward for the 2007 QPA Restoration Awards. With every entry

hitting the high standards demanded for an award, competition for the coveted top trophy was intense.

The Cooper Heyman Cup for the best
restoration of 2007 went to Aggregate
Industries’ Forfar Quarry, where the
restoration consists of a series of lakes linked
by narrow streams. Lakes suitable for wading
birds are unusual in this part of Scotland. The
contouring of the surrounding land is clever in
that views emerge in stages as you follow the
footpath that weaves through the site. The site
has become a focus for public enjoyment and
was described by judges as a “tremendous

community asset”.

This year a Chairman'’s Trophy was also
awarded by Lynda Thompson to The Hills
Group and the Wiltshire Wildlife Trust for the
Langford Lakes nature reserve at Steeple
Langford near Salisbury. She was particularly
impressed by the social benefits flowing from a
restoration which consists of three lakes with
hides, visitor facilities and an extensive
education and community programme. The
site was worked by Hills in the 1970s and
restored initially as a fishery. The Trust bought
and converted it to a reserve in 2001, moving
9,000 tonnes of soil, and creating new islands
and shallows.

Main image: Forfar Quarry, winner of the

Cooper Heyman Cup.

Inset: Langford Lakes, winner of the

Chairman’s Trophy.
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Other award winners

Warren Heath, Hampshire

CEMEX & The Forestry Commission
Progressively returned to forestry using ridge and
furrow technique

Hope Limestone Quarry, Derbyshire
Lafarge Cement
Nature reserve, woodland and moorland which

screens views from local village

Linghurst Lakes, Nottinghamshire
Tarmac & Lound Parish Council

Two lakes and improved woodland linked to
Lound village by a footpath

Dykefarm Quarry, Dumfries & Galloway
Patersons of Greenoakhill & Moffat and
District Community Initiative

Range of wetland habitats well used by
community and as an education resource

Finningley Quarry, Nottinghamshire
Lafarge Aggregates
Progressively restored to arable farming with

ponds to boost drainage

Austerfield Quarry, South Yorkshire
Hanson & The Mosaic Trust
Natural re-colonisation with man-made ponds —

popular for field courses

Funky Footprints, Middlesex

Tarmac & Surrey County Council

Reserve for local school with landscaped lake,
wetland, grassland and woodland

Roxwell Quarry, Essex

Lafarge Aggregates

Restored using household waste and fill and
successfully returned to farming

Manor Farm, Avon

CEMEX UK, the Gee family, South Gloucs
Council, Avon RIGS Group, West of England
group of the Geological Association and
Bristol Naturalists’ Society

Attractively planted landform with dry valley
and dramatic bow!

Tyrham Hall, South Yorkshire
Tarmac & Natural England
Shallow lakes, wetland, peat bogs, woodland,

grassland and heath

Ellingham Hall, Norfolk

CEMEX UK and Mr Vaughn Smith

Two lakes with island quarried to improve
setting of period house.



