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Dear Sirs
Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Authority Local Development Plan 

Thank you for consulting the MPA (Mineral Products Association) in respect of the Deposit Local Development Plan.

The Mineral Products Association is the principal trade association representing the quarrying industry in Great Britain. Our members represent 100% of GB cement production, 90% of GB aggregates production and 95% of GB asphalt and ready-mixed concrete production. They are also responsible for producing important industrial materials such as silica sand, agricultural and industrial lime and mortar.

Having reviewed the document we have the following comments to make.

General
There is no policy or text where Pembrokeshire Coast NPA commit to meeting their aggregate apportionment whilst maintaining the minimum landbank requirement throughout the plan period. 

With no actual figures or explanation presented it is not clear what the current quantities of permitted reserves are and how much provision is needed to ensure Pembrokeshire meet their share of the aggregate apportionment. 

Not mentioning landbanks and how the minimum landbank requirements will be maintained is not in accord with national policy (MTAN1, Para 49). The plan is therefore unsound failing test C2.

Policy 10 – Minerals Safeguarding 

As currently worded the policy is fundamentally flawed.

Firstly, extraction cannot take place before the development, because the extraction process is development.

There is a focus on prior extraction, which should not be the case. There are a number of priorities or considerations that need to be assessed when proposals for development in a mineral safeguarding area come forward. As well as prior extraction the following should be considered;
(i) Is the mineral of value or potential value,

(ii) Will the mineral be sterilised by the proposed development,

(iii) Is the proposed development of overriding national need, 

(iv) Is the proposed development temporary.

A good example of how a safeguarding policy could be worded is provided in BGS A guide to mineral safeguarding in England (2007). Although it applies to England only the principle of protecting minerals for the future is equally applicable in Wales.

The policy should be reworded to provide clarity and increase understanding or could fail soundness test CE1 and CE3. 

Yours sincerely 
Andrew Bromley 

Planning Officer
