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5 June 2009
LDF

Spatial Planning & Communities Team
Lake District National Park Authority 
Murley Moss
Oxenholme Road
LA9 7RL
Dear Sirs
Lake District National Park Authority Local Development Framework 

Thank you for consulting the MPA (Mineral Products Association) in respect of the Draft Core Strategy Policies.

The Mineral Products Association is the principal trade association representing the quarrying industry in Great Britain. Our members represent 100% of GB cement production, 90% of GB aggregates production and 95% of GB asphalt and ready-mixed concrete production. They are also responsible for producing important industrial materials such as silica sand, agricultural and industrial lime and mortar.

Having reviewed the document we have the following comments to make.

Policy: Mineral Extraction
To provide clarity the final sentence of bullet point three should be reworded “…efficient use of secondary aggregates, and,”. 
In bullet point four “including enhancement of biodiversity” should be deleted. There should be no presumption that restoration schemes which provide biodiversity benefits are the only ones that will be acceptable, as implied by the final part of this bullet point.
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The final paragraph of the policy should be reworded. As currently worded the paragraph suggests that the Lake District NPA will only consider applications which may cause an adverse impact in exceptional circumstances. Minerals Planning Authorities have a duty to consider all applications that are submitted, it is granting of planning permission for major minerals development that may be considered in exceptional circumstance  

Lake District NPA should also note that MPS1 (Para.14, Bullet point 2) only refers to permitting “major” minerals development in exceptional circumstances, not all minerals development.  

Policy: Minerals Safeguarding
It is the duty of the planning authority to define Minerals Safeguarding Areas (MSAs) in order that proven deposits of minerals which are, or may become, of economic importance in the foreseeable future, are safeguarded from unnecessary sterilisation from surface development (MPS1, Para.13, Practice Guide, Para.32). It is not appropriate or in line with national policy for Lake District NPA to restrict this policy to building stone and slate, all proven deposits of minerals which are, or may become, of economic importance in the foreseeable future should be safeguarded. Even if MSAs are defined there is no presumption the mineral will be worked. 
Areas of Search and Preferred Areas are a type of site allocation and should not be identified in order to safeguard a mineral resource, which is why MSAs are defined.
Reference should be made to A Guide to Minerals Safeguarding in England (BGS, 2007).
Yours sincerely 
Andrew Bromley 

Planning Officer
