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Sent via email to: Victoria.williams@environment-agency.gov.uk
Dear Ms. Williams, 

Consultation on the draft Environment Agency drought plans

Thank you for informing the Minerals Products Association (MPA, formed from the merger of the Quarry Products Association, the British Concrete Association and The Concrete Centre) of your recent consultation on the draft Environment Agency drought plans. 

Introduction
The Mineral Products Association (MPA) is the trade association for the aggregates, asphalt, cement, concrete, lime, mortar and silica sand industries. With the addition of The British Precast Concrete Federation (BPCF), it has a growing membership of 418 companies and is the sectoral voice for mineral products. MPA membership is made up of the vast majority of independent SME companies throughout the UK, as well as the 9 major international and global companies. It covers 100% of GB cement production, 90% of aggregates production and 95% of asphalt and ready-mixed concrete production and 70% of precast concrete production. Each year the industry supplies in excess of £5 billion of materials to the £110 billion construction and other sectors. Industry production represents the largest materials flow in the UK economy and is also one of the largest manufacturing sectors.  For more information visit: www.mineralproducts.org
With water pressures on industry likely to increase MPA understands the need for drought plans- responding efficiently and effectively to water shortages is an essential necessity for all stakeholders.  Our members operate numerous water activities including dewatering quarries (currently exempt from licensing), discharge licenses and abstraction licenses.  Water is regularly moved around a quarrying operation for a variety of reasons, including-

· Dust suppression

· Removing water from active areas of a quarry

· Washing aggregate ready for sale

The management of water is a critical element of quarry development and can only take place where minerals lie.  For many of our members dewatering in particular is an essential part of their operations, without dewatering and the ability to move water around site, many quarries would cease to operate.  This in turn would jeopardise the steady and continuous supply of minerals.  

Although quarry dewatering is currently exempt from licensing the licensing regime is expected to be announced shortly.  The ability to wash mineral is also an essential part of the preparation for sale process.  Without this ability many quarries would simply have to stop operating.  Also, it is often the case that members will need to undertake more dust suppression in drought conditions and the ability to do this must be protected.

There is also the possibility that the minerals industry would be able to provide some relief during periods of drought.  For example, in the past quarry operations have provided water for spray irrigation. 

Main Concerns

It is unclear how Drought Management Plans fit in with the various other water management strategies installed in England.  In England and Wales businesses have to consider 

· River Basin Management Plans

· Catchment Abstraction Management Strategies

· Water Resource Management Plans; and the over riding

· Water Resources Strategy for England and Wales

Each set of documents have their own criteria and it is near impossible to understand the interaction between them.  To that end, MPA considers that plain-English guidance is published on the individual means of the plans and their interactions.  However, it would be preferable if the documents were stream lined into overall Water Strategy Plans for the individual regions. 

From the consultation it is unclear how industry can assist in the development of the Drought Management Plans.  As iterated before, it is essential that our members can continue to operate even in drought conditions and involvement in plans such as these is a necessity.  It is unclear how our members would be contacted; would it be through the CBI as “large abstractors” or as “major industries”?.  We also consider that MPA should be included in the Appendix, table B1.  

There also appears to be little opportunity for industry to engage with the EA during a period of drought or when a period of drought is about to be announced.  If there was a pre-warning system (such as an email circulation to all operators in the area) members would be able to put in place measures to protect their businesses during this time.  Likewise operators would be able to engage with water companies and other stakeholders to see where they could work together.  Some sites may hold water which could be drawn off for other uses.  By engaging with industry at the earliest opportunity in this way the EA may not need to put as many restrictions in place to protect flows in critical rivers.  

Concluding Remarks

The MPA would again like to thank the EA for the opportunity to comment on the proposals set out in the consultation on their Drought Plans.
We hope you find our comments useful and informative.  Please do not hesitate in contacting me if I can be any further assistance.
Yours sincerely, 

Nicola Owen

Environment and Waste Policy Executive

Mineral Products Association 
