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PREFERRED STRATEGY
Representations of the Mineral Products Association

The Mineral Products Association is the principal trade association representing the quarrying industry in Great Britain. Our members represent 100% of GB cement production, 90% of GB aggregates production and 95% of GB asphalt and ready-mixed concrete production. They are also responsible for producing important industrial materials such as silica sand, agricultural and industrial lime and mortar.

Having reviewed the document we have the following comments to make
Paragraphs 2.109-2.112
Whilst we generally support the conclusions of the RTS’s analysis of Newport’s position and the conclusions of the ‘Former Gwent’ Aggregates Safeguarding Study there is no formalised procedure for the redistribution of apportionments, which gives our members cause for concern. Unless there is agreement before the adoption of plans, there will be a risk that unilateral decisions may be taken by some authorities under the erroneous assumption that future agreement with others will be forthcoming, when in fact it may not be. Certainty of outcome in regulatory matters is a core value of the aggregates industry and it is the uncertainty involved in informal arrangements and assumptions within the statutory framework of local plans which we wish to avoid. It is imperative for the long term supply of aggregates to Wales for the total indicative demand for primary aggregates to be provided for in a seamless network of local plans.  
We therefore wish to suggest a procedure for Newport CBC and its neighbours in taking forward the redistribution of apportionments and the formulation of local plans. This would involve, 
· A canvass of the industry for potential allocation sites for mineral working and the subsequent evaluation of such sites.

· If no sites are forthcoming, or none seem able to be identified for acceptable working, to seek changes to the local apportionment in collaboration with other authorities.

· Redistribution of the local apportionment should be agreed formally as a policy position by Newport and those local authorities to whom the apportionment is to be redistributed before finalisation of local plans. 

· The agreement to be subject to comment from the South Wales RAWP and review of the RTS with the aim of redistribution amounting to the total sum of the indicative call on resources during the plan period.
· Once ratified, the formalisation of redistributed apportionments in each authority’s local plans. 

We support the intention of safeguarding mineral resources, wharves and depot sites to facilitate the conservation of mineral resources for the future, and the strategic transport of minerals to market. 

However, in view of what we have said, we believe that Policy SP19 does not go far enough. There will be a need as a minimum, to propose a policy commitment to the redistribution of the apportionment, and ideally as suggested above, to formally agree amongst all affected authorities and the RAWP, such redistribution before adoption of the LDP.  In addition, we await with interest a proposed policy to safeguard mineral resources in the Council’s area. 
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