
Herefordshire Place Shaping Paper 
Response by the Mineral Products Association
Thank you for consulting the MPA (Mineral Products Association) in respect of the Herefordshire Place Shaping Paper. 
The Mineral Products Association is the principal trade association representing the quarrying industry in Great Britain. Our members represent 100% of GB cement production, 90% of GB aggregates production and 95% of GB asphalt and ready-mixed concrete production. They are also responsible for producing important industrial materials such as silica sand, agricultural and industrial lime and mortar.

Having reviewed the document we have the following comments to make.

Preferred policy direction – Minerals

We are in general support of the policy approach for minerals. Specific comments follow on the details of the policy approach. 
Mineral Safeguarding 

We believe that it will be necessary to not only identify and define MSAs but also to formulate policies to control development proposed within them.  It will also be necessary to consult closely with industry over the extent of the MSAs especially in view of the dearth of detailed mapped evidence of the extent of mineral deposits in the County. 
Generic Criteria 

Any proposed generic criteria for planning control should recognise that mineral proposals will for the most part, be able to rely on existing or proposed general policies in the development framework. Minerals specific policies will only be needed for those elements of mineral development that are unique. 
Secondary And Recycled Aggregate Policy

We support the intention to provide a specific policy for the recycling of aggregates. This should be allowed in appropriate quarry locations as well as in industrial locations. 
Apportionments and Landbanks

Irrespective of the current condition of the aggregates landbank it will be necessary to maintain a commitment to a minimum landbank in accordance with national and regional policy, together with a commitment to provision of the total apportionment for the County over the whole of the plan period in accordance with regional policy. 

However, the landbank position should be kept under close review. You say that there is unlikely to be a need to identify further land to meet aggregate requirements up to 2026. However, this assessment may ignore the situation at individual sites. In order to more closely reflect MPS1 Annex 1 it will be necessary for the County Council to build flexibility into its landbank policies to take account of capacities at individual sites (para 4.1). What this means is that a total landbank of the policy minimum may not be sufficient if the majority of reserves resides in a few sites. In addition, if sites are close to exhaustion, the loss of which would reduce overall capacity to provide an adequate and steady supply of mineral, it may be necessary to allow further provision to maintain capacity. 
We wait to see the proposed text of mineral polices with interest. 
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