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Dear Sirs
Wigan County Council Local Development Framework 
Thank you for consulting the MPA (Mineral Products Association) in respect of the Core Strategy Preferred Option consultation.

The Mineral Products Association is the principal trade association representing the quarrying industry in Great Britain. Our members represent 100% of GB cement production, 90% of GB aggregates production and 95% of GB asphalt and ready-mixed concrete production. They are also responsible for producing important industrial materials such as silica sand, agricultural and industrial lime and mortar.

Having reviewed the document we have the following comments to make.

Policy CP15 – Natural Resources Core Policy Principles

1. The concept of mineral safeguarding is built on a precautionary approach to the conservation of irreplaceable resources. If a mineral resource is, or may become of economic importance within the foreseeable future it should be safeguarded. There should be no restriction to safeguard only important minerals. 
2. Minerals Safeguarding Areas are a formal designation and should be referred to in this way, not minerals safeguarding areas as written.

3. The approach to mineral safeguarding is insufficient. Although the policy states resources will be safeguarded for future use, this does not constitute adequate safeguarding of mineral resources. It is also unclear how the policy will actually fulfil a safeguarding function 

There are a number of priorities or considerations that need to be assessed when proposals for development in a mineral safeguarding area come forward. As well as prior extraction the following should be considered;

(i) Is the mineral of value or potential value,

(ii) Will the mineral be sterilised by the proposed development,

(iii) Is the proposed development of overriding national need, 

(iv) Is the proposed development temporary.

A good example of how a safeguarding policy could be worded is provided in BGS A guide to mineral safeguarding in England (2007). 

4. The statement ‘To provide for the maintenance of landbanks of the appropriate level of permitted reserves of non-energy minerals’ is not a strong enough commitment. Planning authorities are required to maintain a minimum landbank of 7 years for sand and gravel and 10 years for crushed rock, in line with national policy (MPS1, Annex 1, Para 4) and this should be reflected in the policy. 
Yours sincerely 
Andrew Bromley 

Planning Officer
