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Dear Mr Marlborough 
Tees Valley Joint Minerals and Waste Development Plan Documents

Thank you for consulting the MPA (Mineral Products Association) in respect of the Tees Valley Joint Minerals and Waste DPDs.
The Mineral Products Association is the principal trade association representing the quarrying industry in Great Britain. Our members represent 100% of GB cement production, 90% of GB aggregates production and 95% of GB asphalt and ready-mixed concrete production. They are also responsible for producing important industrial materials such as silica sand, agricultural and industrial lime and mortar.

Having reviewed the document we have the following comments to make.

Minerals and Waste Core Strategy

Policy MWC1: Minerals Supply

The final paragraph of policy MWC1 states ‘All minerals developments must be compatible with their setting and …..’ 

The term ‘setting’ is vague and not measurable and therefore impossible to consistently determine.  For that reason the policy is unsound because it is not deliverable.
Policy MWC4: Safeguarding of Mineral Resources from Sterilisation

Minerals Safeguarding Areas are a nationally accepted formal designation set out in MPS1 (Para.13). It is important that MSAs are defined and referred to in this way, not resource safeguarding areas. As currently worded the policy is unsound as it is not in accord with national policy (MPS1, Para.13).

Policy MWC4 (c)

It is the need of non-minerals development that should be demonstrated to outweigh the need of the mineral resource not the benefits. As currently worded the policy is not in line with guidance provided in A Guide to Mineral Safeguarding in England (BGS, 2007).

Paragraph 4.5.2 and Policy MWC4
The wording of paragraph 4.5.2 and Policy MWC4 (a) suggests that only shallow deposits can be sterilised by non-minerals development. The concept of mineral safeguarding is built on a precautionary approach to the conservation of irreplaceable resources. If a mineral resource is, or may become of economic importance within the foreseeable future it should be safeguarded. 

Minerals Background Paper

6.2 Safeguarding of Mineral Resources

The Tees valley Joint Strategy Unit should note that there is no absolute presumption against mineral working in designated areas. Resources should still be safeguarded in designated areas because they could be required in the future.
Yours sincerely 
Andrew Bromley 

Planning Officer
