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Dear Sirs 
Shropshire Council Local Development Framework Core Strategy Policy Directions Consultation
Thank you for consulting the MPA (Mineral Products Association) in respect of the Core Strategy consultation on ‘Policy Directions’. 
The Mineral Products Association is the principal trade association representing the quarrying industry in Great Britain. Our members represent 100% of GB cement production, 90% of GB aggregates production and 95% of GB asphalt and ready-mixed concrete production. They are also responsible for producing important industrial materials such as silica sand, agricultural and industrial lime and mortar.

Having reviewed the document we have the following comments to make.

Proposed Policy Directions – Key Elements Bullet Point 1

The prevention of development that would result in unnecessary sterilisation of mineral resources is very important. Minerals Planning Authorities should therefore attempt to do more than just avoid other forms of development in MSAs. The policy direction in relation to mineral safeguarding should therefore have stronger wording.

Proposed Policy Directions – Key Elements Bullet Point 2
The MPA would question the need for Shropshire Councils proposed approach of identifying ‘broad locations’ within which site can be allocated in future documents. This approach is not in line with national policy. MPS1 (Para.15) states that MPAs should “identify sites, preferred areas and/or areas of search.....etc.” to provide greater certainty of where future mineral working will take place.
Proximity to markets should not be the basis for decisions on future workings of sand and gravel. There are many other factors which are important and should be considered.

Bullet point 2 is also confusing, as it touches on many different matters. It may be appropriate to consider those matters separately to provide clarity.   

Yours sincerely 
Andrew Bromley 

Planning Officer
