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DE45 1AE
Dear Mr Taylor
Peak District National Park Authority Local Development Framework 

Thank you for consulting the MPA (Mineral Products Association) in respect of the Core Strategy Preferred Approaches consultation.

The Mineral Products Association is the principal trade association representing the quarrying industry in Great Britain. Our members represent 100% of GB cement production, 90% of GB aggregates production and 95% of GB asphalt and ready-mixed concrete production. They are also responsible for producing important industrial materials such as silica sand, agricultural and industrial lime and mortar.

Having reviewed the document we have the following comments to make.

Policy MIN1 Minerals 
Policy MIN1 introduces the proposed approach of not permitting any new mineral extraction or extensions to current working. The policy is being introduced as a means of conforming with regional policy seeking a gradual reduction of mineral extraction in the Peak District. However policy MIN1 goes much further than that by not allowing any new extraction (except fluorspar and building stone). 
The proposed approach of not permitting any new mineral extraction or extensions to current working is contrary to national policy (MPS1, Para 14) that states ‘do not permit major minerals development in National Parks except in exceptional circumstances’. National policy does not seek an outright ban on minerals development nor does it specify the difference between ‘major’ and ‘not major’, therefore proposals can only be judged on a case-by-case basis.
There is also an issue of sustainability with increased haulage distances if minerals are sourced from outside the National Park.
MIN 7 Safeguarding
It is a requirement in national policy (MPS1, Para 13) for Planning Authorities to define Mineral Safeguarding Areas (MSAs) in their LDDs. MSAs should be defined for all minerals which are, or may become, of economic importance in the foreseeable future.
Only safeguarding ‘certain minerals’ could lead to minerals (which are, or may become, of economic importance in the foreseeable future) being missed and then sterilised. Just because they do not fall in those categories set by Peak District. Policy MIN7 is not in accordance with national policy and would therefore render the Core Strategy unsound.
Yours sincerely 
Andrew Bromley 

Planning Officer
