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Dear Sirs 
Brecon Beacons National Park Authority Management Plan Consultation Draft Version 2
The MPA (Mineral Products Association) was not directly informed in respect of the Management Plan consultation. The consultation was alerted to us by one of our member. So firstly, in future can you ensure we are informed of any addition consultations in relation to this document and any other document that has a mineral content.
The Mineral Products Association is the principal trade association representing the quarrying industry in Great Britain. Our members represent 100% of GB cement production, 90% of GB aggregates production and 95% of GB asphalt and ready-mixed concrete production. They are also responsible for producing important industrial materials such as silica sand, agricultural and industrial lime and mortar.

Having reviewed the document we have the following comments to make.

Page 85 - Third Paragraph
1.
At the end of the paragraph reference is made to the QPA. The QPA is now the Mineral Products Association (MPA) formed from the merger of the Quarry Products Association, British Concrete Association and The Concrete Centre.

The sentence should also be reworded ‘The Mineral Products Association has made a commitment to reduce the impact of their members operations in National Parks……’
Page 85/86 – Strategic Objective 1

2.
In the forth sentence of the paragraph there is a misinterpretation of national policy (MTAN1. Para.49). Paragraph 49 states that an exception can be made in National Parks and AONBs for maintaining landbanks for the entire plan period of each development plan. It does not indicate National parks should not be required to contribute to the regional landbank of aggregates as suggested by BBNPA.

3.
The fifth sentence also misinterprets the South Wales RTS. The RTS does not actually endorse this view and does not recommend exploring the possibility of a gradual transfer of production from National Parks. The South Wales RTS (page 11) states “There is also a need for further clarification of the Welsh Assembly’s policy position in respect of mineral working in National Parks. Incidentally this is the first major policy guidance document in Britain to elaborate a practical shift from aggregate production in National Parks to other areas.” The fifth sentence referring to the RTS should be deleted as it is not accurate and BBNPA should note ‘elaborate’ is not a recommendation.   
4. The sixth sentence states that WAG has supported the policies in the BBNPA Unitary Development Plan but there is no evidence to support this. From the information provided in Strategic Objective 2 it become apparent WAG did in fact not support the policies. If WAG did Support those policies it would be contrary to its own national policy in MPPW (Para. 13), which states the importance of safeguarding mineral resources for future needs.

Page 86 – Strategic Objective 2

5.
The paragraph is very confusing. Firstly it discusses safeguarding and then the allocation of sites which are fundamentally different. It is a requirement for all Mineral Planning Authorities (including NPAs) to safeguard minerals that society may need in line with national policy (MPPW, Para.13 and MTAN1, Para.46). The fact that WAG has refused to allow the UDP to be formally adopted indicates that they do not support the NPAs approach for minerals extraction. 
Yours sincerely 
Andrew Bromley 

Planning Officer
