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Duty of Care Consultation Responses

Defra 

Area 6D, 

Ergon House, 

Horseferry Road 

London,

 SW1P 2AL

Sent via email to: WasteDutyofCare@defra.gsi.gov.uk
Dear Sir, 

Consultation on the Revised Waste Duty of Care Code of Practice

Thank you for informing the Minerals Products Association (formed by the merge of the British Cement Association, the Concrete Centre and the Quarry Products Association) of your proposals in the Consultation on the Revised Waste Duty of Care (DoC) Code of Practice.

Introduction

The Mineral Products Association is the principal trade association representing the quarrying industry in Great Britain.  Our members represent 100% of GB cement production, 90% of GB aggregates production and 95% of GB asphalt and ready mixed concrete production.  They are also responsible for producing important industrial materials such as silica sand, agricultural and industrial lime and mortar.  

The MPA supports the work to improve and strengthen the DoC through the Environment Agency Landfill Regulation, Inert Waste Sub Group, for which the MPA and our members provide a chairman and secretary.  

Our members operate landfills, exempt sites (soon to be removed) and some may operate as waste carriers throughout the country.  It is essential that a clear, effective CoP is in place to prevent illegal waste disposal and to deter rogue waste operators. 
Questions

1. Does this revised code of practice make the requirements of the Duty of Care clear and easy to understand?
Yes
Glossary of Key Terms:

2. Are the terms given in this section clearly and accurately defined?

Yes
MPA consider that the Key Terms are well explained and clearly defined.

3. Are there any other terms from this document that require a definition in the Glossary?
No

MPA is unaware of any other Key Terms requiring a definition. 
Obligations as a Waste Producer:

4. Are the Waste Producer’s responsibilities clear and accurate?

Yes

Obligations as a Waste Carrier:

5. Are the Waste Carrier’s responsibilities clear and accurate?

Yes

6. Do you feel that the 2007 version of the SIC code is the most appropriate for gathering data on the waste producer?

Yes

Obligations as a Waste Manager:

7. Are the Waste Manager’s responsibilities clear and accurate?

Yes

Obligations as a Waste Broker or Dealer

8. Are the Waste Broker/Dealer’s responsibilities clear and accurate?

Yes

Obligations as a Householder:

9. Are the Householder’s responsibilities clear and accurate?
It is unclear on page43 what evidence would be required to prove that the waste is from your own household.  The chapter needs to be enhanced, providing examples of suitable evidence.  

Responsibilities in the Event of Waste Export:

10. Are the responsibilities in regards to waste that is being exported clear and accurate?

Yes

General:

11. Are there any other sectors that require an explanation of their responsibilities?
The flow chart on page4 directs waste producers to look up the definition of “waste” if they are unsure that they have generated controlled waste.  The definition of “waste” provides no guidance if the waste is controlled waste.  Surely producers should be referred to the definition of “controlled waste”?

Examples of the transfer note should be provided for waste that is not destined to landfill.  Considering non-landfill sites such as exempt sites, are not as strictly monitored (no WAC or regular visits for exempt sites) it is even more essential that the transfer note is clear and effective.  

Codes of Practice need to be followed up by active enforcement.  MPA are aware of the success in the South East of England- actively enforcing and advertising the DoC.  This needs to be rolled out through the country to improve the regulation of waste.  Without enforcement and regulation those illegally dealing in waste will continue to do so. 
Ending Remark

MPA welcomes the opportunity to comment on the proposals in the Consultation on the Revised Waste Duty of Care (DoC) Code of Practice, and trust that you find the above response useful and informative.  If there is anything you would like to clarify please do not hesitate to contact me. 
Yours Faithfully
Nicola Owen

Environment and Waste Policy Executive

Mineral Products Association 

