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Continuing decline in aggregates and ready-mixed concrete sales in second quarter
Sales volume of aggregates and ready mixed concrete declined again in the second quarter of 2008, compared with the same period of 2007.  The decline in crushed rock aggregates sales follows a flat first quarter, while the decline in sand and gravel aggregates sales evident in the first quarter was broadly maintained in the second quarter.

The downturn in construction activity is also reflected in the 6% decline in sales of ready mixed concrete in the first half year.  This product tends to be used early in the construction process and confirms that the reduction in orders for new housing, commercial and industrial construction recorded to date in 2008 is now impacting in the market.

Sales in Asphalt are so far positive in 2008 due to a number of national road schemes being near completion, but this improvement is from a historically low level of activity in 2007.  However, given the lack of new work evident in the Highways Agency programme and the continuing lack of resourcing for local highway authorities, the asphalt market is likely to decline in the medium term.
With the continuing deterioration in economic and construction indicators it looks inevitable that aggregates sector markets will witness an accelerated decline in the rest of 2008, with a further fall in 2009.

Second Quarter 2008
QUARRY PRODUCTS ASSOCIATION 

QUARTERLY CONSTRUCTION MATERIAL TRENDS

April – June 2008
The figures give sales trends by volume of material for a consistent sample of Quarry Products Association members comprising the following proportions of total industry output of construction materials.

Crushed Rock


(approx 80% industry sample)


Sand & Gravel


(approx 80% industry sample)


Asphalt



(approx 80% industry sample)


Ready-mixed concrete
(approx 90% industry sample)

RESULTS

SURVEY PERIOD: April – June 2008
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Jan-June

	Crushed Rock
	+4
	-3
	+1
	+2
	+1
	+2
	+6
	+8
	+6
	+5
	NC
	-5
	-3

	Sand & Gravel
	+1
	-8
	+1
	NC
	-2
	NC
	+1
	-1
	+2
	+1
	-8
	-7
	-8

	Asphalt
	-4
	-11
	-7
	-9
	-8
	-5
	+1
	+3
	+3
	NC
	-1
	+6
	+3

	Ready mixed  Concrete
	+6
	-1
	+1
	+2
	+2
	+2
	+2
	+3
	+3
	+2
	-7
	-5
	-6


ENDS
Notes to Editors

For more information please contact Jerry McLaughlin by tel: 0207 9638000 or e-mail mclaughlin@qpa.org, www.qpa.org

QPA is the principal trade association representing the UK aggregates industry.  Our members produce over 90% of aggregates extracted - sand and gravel and crushed rock -  as well as silica sand, recycled aggregates, agricultural and industrial lime,  asphalt,  mortar, and ready-mixed concrete.  
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